Syllabus

CIT105P: Foundations of Computing and Problem Solving
2018, SpS
Instructor Information

Department:
	PACE

Instructors
Nicole English & Michael Strong
Email: EnglishN@umkc.edu
(PACE Office, 816-235-1588)

Class Meeting Time/Place: 
Online Class, http://Blackboard.umkc.edu

Semester Offered: 
2018, Spring

Instructor Office Hours/Location: 
Mondays, 1pm, SH104, Lab Support, (or email for an appointment)
Online Email Questions, 1-3pm M-F

Course Info:

Course Title:  
CIT105P: Foundations of Computing and Problem Solving

Reference/Catalog Number: 
CIT105P-0001, 12766


Class Notes:
Class is taught via the Internet. Go to http://blackboard.umkc.edu/ and log-in with your SSO for complete class information. For help using this resource, contact the Call Center at 816-235-2000.

Note: 
CIT105P-0001, 12766 , Class meets 1st 8 weeks (Jan. 16– Mar. 9). 
Organizational Meeting: Mon. Jan. 22 @ 1pm in Cherry Hall Vending Machine Room

Course Description
This course covers the fundamentals of computer use, problem solving, and programming.  Specific topics include: the general use of micro and mainframe computers, algorithm design, the relation of algorithms to programs, the fundamentals of programming, and program debugging techniques.  This course is presented only in a PACE program format.  

Credit Hours:
4

Prerequisites/Co-Requisites:
None

Restrictions/Exclusions:
None

Course Attributes:
PACE Section

Course Format:
Internet Class; Lecture; 

Course Instructional Mode:
(OA), Online Asynchronous Instruction

Class Notes:
Class is taught via the Internet. Go to http://blackboard.umkc.edu/ and log-in with your SSO for complete class information. For help using this resource, contact the Call Center at 816-235-2000.

Required Text Book and Supplies

Author:
        Shelly, Cashman, Vermaat, et. al., (Shelly Cashman Series)

Title:
        Discovering Computers 2016, (2015). 1st Edition
	ISBN-10: 1305391853, ISBN-13: 978-1305391857, 
	(New or Used) ~828 pages
    	Publisher: Cengage Learning. 
    Note: Be sure to get the FULL text and not just the study guides or abridged versions. Be sure to use the ISBN# to order so you get the correct version if you choose to order off-campus.)

Other Supplies:
        A small flash drive (thumb drive) that can plug into the PC, to save a back-up of your work is optional, but strongly recommended and very advisable. It can save a lot of heart-ache later.

Evaluation

·	    10% Lab Exercises:  (Internet Information Search, Word Processing, Spreadsheets, Database, PowerPoint, Graphics, Shop for a PC)
·	There are 10 assignments worth 10 points each.  
·	There are also a few opportunities for Extra Credit tasks, that are optional.  

·	    10% Final Project.   You propose the topic of your project. The only requirements are that it be:  (1) technical, (2) related to computers/software tools, and (3) challenging to you.
·	You will also want to pick something that is interesting to you.
·	Don't worry about the size and level of difficulty.
·	Any project idea can be scaled to fit the expectations of the assignment.
·	Many people choose to do a Power Point project for their Final Project.
·	See the Power Point Assignment (Assignments Page) for more details.

·	    80% Quizzes:  (80 Questions total, at 1% each).
        Format will be multiple choice. Quizzes will cover readings and some lab skills/concepts.   Each quiz will cover recent issues discussed in textbook.

----------------------------------------------
Points Possible:  
----------------------------------------------
800	Quizzes
100	Home Work Assignments (10)
100	Final Project
----------------------------------------------
1000	Total Points
----------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------
Final Grade Scale:  
------------------------------------------------------------------
Points:	%		Grade:
---------	-------------------------------------
>/=900	>/=90% 	A-range
800-899	80-89%	B-range
700-799	70-79%	C-range
600-699	60-69%	D-range
<600		<60%		F
------------------------------------------------------------------

Course Schedule: 
Week/Topic/Readings/Homework: 
Wk1:  Today's Tech; Read Ch.1; Quiz 1; HW: Introductory Bio. 
Wk2:  Online Communications; Ch.2; Quiz 2; HW: Internet Search.  
Wk3:  Computers & Mobile Devices; Ch.3; Quiz 3; HW: Word Processing.  
Wk4:  Computer Programs & Apps; Ch.4; Quiz 4; HW:  Spreadsheets.  
Wk5:  Security/Ethics/Privacy; Ch.5; Quiz 5; HW: Power Point.  
Wk6:  Computer Components & I/O; Ch.6-7; Quiz 6&7; HW: Integration/PC List. 
Wk7:  Storage & Operating Systems; Ch.8-9; Quiz 8-9; HW: Database.  
Wk8:  Nets/DB/Careers; Ch.10-11-12; Quiz 10-11-12; HW: Final Project. 

See the Assignments page for detailed info on the Assignments & Quizzes. 

Due-Dates & Turn-Around Time:  
Assignments are due on the Tuesday of the following week of their posting.  
Grading is done weekly, usually over the weekend.  
Student questions and emails are answered within 24-48 hours.  

Late Work Policy: 
If you fall behind, contact the instructor(s) ASAP.  Late work can be accepted once arrangements are made.  

Student Learning Outcomes:

This course has three general learning objectives:

·	    Basic computer application skills.  The student will learn about the basic computer applications commonly in use, including word processing, spreadsheet, database, presentation software, the integration of some of these applications, and how to select components for purchasing a PC.  When most people talk about knowing how to use a computer they are usually talking about knowing how to use a specific computer application. In this class you will have the opportunity to see and explore a few of the most popular applications. This includes word-processing, spreadsheets, and graphics. There isn't enough time this semester to become proficient with any one application, but you may choose to study a specific application as part of your independent study project.

·	    Basic computer concepts.   The student will learn basic computer components, their use, computer applications, and how they are used.  (For example, the operating system, hard drive, mobile devices, etc.)  Students will learn in general how a computer works, the history of the computer, the history of the Internet, and how they all work together.  As you learn new skills we will stress the concepts which will be useful long after you have forgotten which button to press for a specific function.

·	    Emerging technologies.  After learning some of the history of the computer, students will learn how computers continue to evolve into the useful devices we use today, and what future projections are for the industry.  There is talk about a paradigm shift in the world economy and way of life. Advances in technological (especially computers and information technology) is generally recognized as the most significant catalyst for the change. The first step toward understanding and adapting to this new paradigm is understanding the technologies that are causing the changes.

Course Expectations, Course Policies, Requirements and 
Standards for Student Coursework and Student Behavior: 

This is an online class via Blackboard.  Students need to log onto the course Blackboard site and read over the Announcements and Course Content documents, including the Syllabus, the Calendar/Schedule, the Assignments, and Orientation video.  For online Attendance, UMKC has required guidelines, students are required to contact the instructors via email, submit an assignment, attend an Organizational Orientation Meeting, and/or take a Quiz within the first 1-2 weeks in order to accumulate points and qualify for mandatory Attendance for an online class.   Students not meeting the mandatory Attendance requirement will be automatically dropped in the 2nd week due to non-participation.  Course requirements can be fulfilled via use of Blackboard and email.  Any student who has difficulties either with connecting to Blackboard or email should contact the instructors immediately.  

Student Work Hours

UMKC rule:  45 work hours per 1 credit hour, per semester/session.  
CIT105P & CIT106P are 4 credit hours each.  
This figures out to 4 * 45 = 180 work hrs per course.  

To plan your class work hours for this course, use the following guidelines.  
(Based upon an 8-week session; Double weekly time for 4-week session.) 
Reading time based upon average of 25 pages per hour.  

============================================
CIT105P Student Work Hours
============================================
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Activity					Wkly	Total
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Online Engagement: (~8 hours per wk)
--------------------------------------------------
Read Website, read instuction docs	2.5	20
Take Quizzes (1-3 Ch. wkly)		1	  8
Online Practice Exercises 			4	32
---------------------
Offline Preparation:  (~16 hours per wk)
--------------------------------------------------
Skim & Study Chapters (1-3 Ch. wkly)	5	40
Prep for Quizzes (1-3 Ch. wkly)		4	32
HW Assignments				4	32
Final Project 					2	16
-------------------------------------------------------------------
TOTAL					22.5	180
============================================
Additional Notes About the Course
============================================
*  This is an online, asynchronous class with due dates.  
*  Due dates can be found both on the course Calendar & Weekly Info schedule. 
*  Assignments are due on the Tuesday of the following week of their posting.  
*  Grading is done weekly, usually over the weekend.  
*  Student Discussion Board questions & emails are answered within 24-48 hrs. 
*  If needed, lab sessions are available on Mondays, 1pm, at the PACE Office.  (Or by appointment.)  Online office hours:  M & W 3-4pm.  
*  Student Biographies are submitted via the Bio Discussion Board.  
*  Homework submissions are made via Blackboard, on Course Content page.  
*  Rubrics for each assignment are stated or linked upon each assignment page.  
*  The course learning objectives are listed above in this Syllabus; Module objectives can be found on the Weekly Info schedule.  
*  We strive to make all materials accessible (e.g., via screen readers, mobile devices, etc.), but if you have any difficulties with any of the materials, just let us know, and we will work with you to make them more accessible for you.  
*  Video clips and video links are available on the assignments page, to help you complete the assignments.  
*  Although it is still recommended to take CIT105P & CIT106P in the same semester, it is no longer required to take these courses concurrently.  

============================================
______________________________________________________

Campus-Wide Policies and Resources - Central Locations

1 - Blackboard site locations

Important UMKC Resources and Policies are applicable to every course and every student at UMKC. These are located in the Blackboard site for this course under the “UMKC Policies” tab. As a UMKC student, you are expected to review and abide by these policies. If you have any questions, please contact your instructor for clarification.


2 - Arts and Sciences

This page at Arts & Sciences is a central location at:
 http://cas.umkc.edu/faculty-staff/cpr/

This link replaces the previous requirement for each course to include all the information in the syllabus. The central location provides uniformity in information and updates.

